work

What the Bible Teaches About "Work"
(Scriptures from the NIV)

Gen 2:2-3
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from
all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work
of creating that he had done.
Gen 2:15
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
Gen 3:17-19
17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded
you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken;
for dust you are and to dust you will return."
Prov 10:4-5
4 Lazy hands make a man poor,
but diligent hands bring wealth.
5 He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son,
but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son.
Prov 24:33-34
33 A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to rest-34 and poverty will come on you like a bandit
and scarcity like an armed man.
Col 3:23-24
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
2 Thess 3:6-10
6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is
idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you
ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food
without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not
be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to
make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a
man will not work, he shall not eat."
1 Tim 5:7-8
7 Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame. 8 If anyone does not
provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever.

