whattodowhenthingsgobad

What To Do When Things Go Bad
Questions to ask your heavenly Father:

a. Did this evil befall me because of my sin?
Gal 6:7-8 NIV
7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please
his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the
Spirit will reap eternal life.

b. Are You changing the direction of my life?
Rom 8:28-29 NIV
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

c. Was this problem caused by Satan?
Eph 6:12 NIV
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

d. Are You chastening me so that I can grow?
James 1:2-4 NIV
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the
testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything.

e. Did this trauma occur so that You could be glorified?
2 Cor 12:7-10 NIV
7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

