Eternalsecurity

What the Bible Teaches About the“Eternal Security” of the Believer
(Passages Taken from the New International Version)
Mark 13:12-13
12 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their
parents and have them put to death. 13 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm
to the end will be saved.
John 8:31-32
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
John 10:25-30
25 Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name
speak for me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my
voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no
one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no
one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."
1 Cor 1:4-9
4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have
been enriched in every way-in all your speaking and in all your knowledge- 6 because our testimony
about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait
for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.
1 Cor 15:1-2
15:1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on
which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
Phil 1:4-6
4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Col 1:21-23
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.
22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from accusation- 23 if you continue in your faith, established and
firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.
1 Thess 5:23-24
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit,
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is
faithful and he will do it.

2 Tim 2:10-12
10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that
is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 Here is a trustworthy saying:
If we died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we
disown him, he will also disown us;
Heb 6:4-6
4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of
the coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are
crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.
2 Peter 1:10-11
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you
do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 2:20-21
20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the
beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to
have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them.
1 John 2:18-19
18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but
they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us;
but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.
1 John 5:13-14
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that
you have eternal life.
Rev 2:7-10
7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will
give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 8 "To the angel of the
church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and
came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty-yet you are rich! I know the slander of
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what
you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will
suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown
of life.
The following seven theses from John Piper form an excellent summary of this crucial doctrine.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Our faith must endure to the end if we are to be saved.
Obedience, evidencing inner renewal from God, is necessary for final salvation.
God’s elect cannot be lost.
There is a falling away of some believers, but if it persists, it shows that their faith was not
genuine and they were not born of God.
God justifies us on the first genuine act of saving faith, but in doing so he has a view to all
subsequent acts of faith contained, as it were, like a seed in that first act.
God works to cause his elect to persevere.
Therefore we should be zealous to make our calling and election sure.

