Tongues

What the Bible Teaches about the Gift of Tongues and a Personal Prayer Language
(Passages from NIV)
NT:1100
gloossa, gloosees, hee - the tongue
1. the tongue, a member of the body, the organ of speech: Mark 7:33,35
2. a tongue, i.e. the language used by a particular people in distinction from that of other nations: Acts 2:11 (from
Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft)

The Gift of Tongues (What is it? Is it still a valid gift today? Is it different from a private
prayer language? Is this gift an indication that a person is filled with the Holy Spirit?)
Mark 16:17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out
demons; they will speak in new tongues;
Acts 2:3-4 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.
Acts 2:11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!"
Acts 10:46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
Acts 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied.
1 Corinthians 12:10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing
between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues.
1 Corinthians 12:28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help
others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.
1 Corinthians 12:30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
1 Corinthians 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
1 Corinthians 13:8-10 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.
1 Corinthians 14:5-6 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have
you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets,
so that the church may be edified. Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what
good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of
instruction?

1 Corinthians 14:18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.
1 Corinthians 14:21-23

In the Law it is written:

"Through men of strange tongues
and through the lips of foreigners
I will speak to this people,
but even then they will not listen to me,"
says the Lord. (Is. 28:11-12)
Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for
believers, not for unbelievers. So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in
tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you
are out of your mind?
1 Corinthians 14:39 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues.

A Personal Prayer Language
Rom 8:26-27 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints in accordance with God's will.
1 Cor 14:2-4 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no
one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. But everyone who prophesies speaks to
men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort. He who speaks in a tongue edifies
himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.
1 Cor 14:14-17 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what
shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit,
but I will also sing with my mind. If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who
finds himself among those who do not understand say "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he
does not know what you are saying? You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is
not edified.
1 Cor 14:27-28 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two-or at the most three-should speak, one at a
time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the
church and speak to himself and God.
Eph 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
Jude 20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy
Spirit.

