Money, Justice, Jesus and the Poor
(Scripture References from the NIV)
According to the Global Rich List on 8/3/11, if you earn $8,000 per year you are in the
top 13.74% of the world’s wealthiest people. (It is estimated that there are roughly 6 ½
billion people on the planet as of August, 2011; 290,000,000 (4.5%) of them are
Americans)
“poor” ---- ptochos NT:4434 --- a beggar; a pauper
“justice” ---- dike NT:1349 --- what is right
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Deut 24:14-15
14 Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother
Israelite or an alien living in one of your towns. 15 Pay him his wages each day before
sunset, because he is poor and is counting on it. Otherwise he may cry to the LORD
against you, and you will be guilty of sin.
Prov 29:7
7 The righteous care about justice for the poor,
but the wicked have no such concern.
Ezek 16:49-50
49 "'Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant,
overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 50 They were haughty
and did detestable things before me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen.
Matt 19:23-24
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."
Matt 25:31-46
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33
He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.'

37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?'
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.'
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.'
44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me.'
46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."
1 Tim 6:17-19
17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life
that is truly life.
James 1:27
27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
1 John 3:16-20
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and
sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19 This
then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his
presence 20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything.

Our favorite organization for helping the poor is World Vision @ www.worldvision.org
It is a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability @ www.ecfa.org

