Some Prayers Of Praying For Others From The Bible
Abraham's Prayer for Sodom
Genesis 18:20-33 NIV
Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their
sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the
outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know."
The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing
before the LORD. Then Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will
you really sweep it away and not spare [b] the place for the sake of the fifty
righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing - to kill the righteous
with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will
not the Judge [c] of all the earth do right?"
The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake."
Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number of the righteous is
five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?"
"If I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy it."
Once again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?"
He said, "For the sake of forty, I will not do it."
Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can
be found there?"
He answered, "I will not do it if I find thirty there."
Abraham said, "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only
twenty can be found there?"
He said, "For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it."
Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if
only ten can be found there?"
He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it."
When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned
home.

Moses Prayer, Interceding For Israel
Exodus 32:11-13 NIV

11 But Moses sought the favour of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why
should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with
great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil
intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off
the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster
on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom
you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will
be their inheritance forever.' "

Moses Prayer, Interceding For Israel Again
Exodus 32:31-32 NIV
31 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people
have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please
forgive their sin-but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."

Ezra's Prayer, Identifying With The Sins Of His People
Ezra 9:6-15 NIV
"O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God,
because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the
heavens. 7 From the days of our forefathers until now, our guilt has been great.
Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the
sword and captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is
today. 8 "But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in
leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God
gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. 9 Though we are slaves, our
God has not deserted us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of
the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and
repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem. 10
"But now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the
commands 11 you gave through your servants the prophets when you said: 'The
land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples.
By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to
the other. 12 Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take
their daughters for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any
time, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your
children as an everlasting inheritance.' 13 "What has happened to us is a result of
our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than
our sins have deserved and have given us a remnant like this. 14 Shall we again
break your commands and intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable
practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no
remnant or survivor? 15 O LORD, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this
day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not one
of us can stand in your presence."

Elijah Asks God to Reveal Himself to the People
I Kings 18:36-37 NIV
At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD,
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel
and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer
me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and
that you are turning their hearts back again."

Daniel's Prayer, Identifying With The Sins Of His People.
Daniel 9:4-19 NIV
4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed:
"O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who
love him and obey his commands, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been
wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. 6
We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our
kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 "Lord, you are
righteous, but this day we are covered with shame-the men of Judah and people of
Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have
scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 O LORD, we and our kings, our
princes and our fathers are covered with shame because we have sinned against
you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled
against him; 10 we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us
through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and
turned away, refusing to obey you. "Therefore the curses and sworn judgments
written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us,
because we have sinned against you. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against
us and against our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole
heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just
as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we have
not sought the favour of the LORD our God by turning from our sins and giving
attention to your truth. 14 The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us,
for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed
him. 15 "Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned,
we have done wrong. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away
your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the
iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to
all those around us. 17 "Now, our God, hear the prayer of your servant. For your
sake, O Lord, look with favour on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, O God, and
hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do
not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great
mercy. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my
God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name."

Nehemiah's Prayer, Identifying With The Sins Of His People.
Nehemiah 1:3-11 NIV
3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in
great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have
been burned with fire." 4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some
days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: "O
LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love
with those who love him and obey his commands, 6 let your ear be attentive and
your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night
for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including
myself and my father's house, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very
wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you
gave your servant Moses. 8 "Remember the instruction you gave your servant
Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if
you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the
farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have
chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' 10 "They are your servants and your people,
whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 O Lord, let
your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your
servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by
granting him favour in the presence of this man."
And Nehemiah 9 (the whole chapter)

Before Going to the Father, Jesus Intercedes for His Followers
John 17:6-26 NIV
"I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours;
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave
me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and
they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but
for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have
is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them by the power of your name - the name you gave me - so that they may be one
as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that
name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so
that Scripture would be fulfilled. "I am coming to you now, but I say these things
while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within
them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not
of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them
out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the
world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify
myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am

in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:
I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. "Father, I
want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
"Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make
you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself
may be in them."

Stephen's Prayer, For His Murderers, At The Point Of His Death.
Acts 7:60 NIV
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them."
When he had said this, he fell asleep.

Paul's Prayer For The Ephesians
Ephesians 3:14-20 NIV
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,
1may have power, together with all the believers, to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Paul's Prayer For The Philippians
Philippians 1:9-11 NIV

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure
and blameless until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.

Paul's Prayer For The Colossians
Colossians 1:9-17 NIV
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual
wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy
of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance.... in
the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.

