
 
 

                                                 Napkin Apologetic 
                                         Col 4:5-6 
 
 
I.   The Law of Comfort 
 
II.  The Most Important Question in the World? 
 
 

                                           Who is Jesus Christ? 
 
               Jesus is God                                Jesus is Not God 
              /                 \                                          \ 
            /                     \                                          \ 
Follow Him           Won't Follow Him                Who is He then?                                        
( There is too          (Hell is the end result.)         A.  a liar 
much to give up.)           Discomfort!                        B.  a lunatic  
   Discomfort!                                                            C.  a great teacher 

 
A common “comfortable” response - get real busy and ignore the 

question! 
 
*It seems obvious that people generally lie for one of four reasons: 
 
for money,  
 
for sexual gratification 
 
for power,  
 
or to get themselves out of trouble. 
 
 
If this is true, what did Jesus’ inner circle (the Apostles) gain from their 

elaborate fabrication of the Gospel story?   
  

Could we Christ-followers be wrong? Yes, it is possible that we have 
been duped, but it is not probable! 

 
 
 



1 Peter 3:15-16 
  15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 

against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.   NIV 
 
 

 
 

Why I Am A Follower of a Jewish Carpenter Named Jesus 
(The Evidentiary Case I found for Christ) 

 
 

1.   The changed lives and martyr's deaths of the men in Jesus' 
inner circle (the Apostles) 

 
2.   The changed life and martyr's death of Paul  

(He not only "changed teams" to his detriment, but he then had to acknowledge that 
he had participated in the murder of Stephen rather than his legitimate execution) 

 

3.   The 114 Old Testament prophecies regarding a coming 
Messiah that are fulfilled by Jesus  

 

4.   The historical and geographical accuracy of the Bible 
 

5.  The common themes that run through the entire Bible (ie. 
" without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin" ) 

 

6.   The incredible foreshadowing of Jesus' death provided by Old 
Testament sacrificial system  

 
7.   The Gospel's power to change the broken lives of men 

(Jesus' brilliant insights into human relationships) 
 

8.   The accurate depiction of spiritual warfare found in the New 
Testament 

 
 

Acts 14:1 
 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke 

so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.  NIV 
 



How Some of the Early Witnesses of Jesus Died Testifying to the Gospel 
(The Gospel is the birth, the life, the death, and the resurrection Jesus Christ) 

 
   
  
1  

 
   

Matthew  
Suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia, killed by a sword 
wound.  

   
   
   
   
   
   

2  

 

Mark  
Died in Alexandria , Egypt , after being dragged by  
horses through the streets until he was dead.  
.  

3  

 

Luke  
Was hanged in Greece as a result of his tremendous 
preaching to the lost.  
   
   
   
   

4  

 

John  
Faced martyrdom when he was boiled in huge basin of  
boiling oil during a wave of persecution in Rome. 
However, he was miraculously delivered from death. 
John was then sentenced to the mines on the prison island 
of Patmos .  He wrote his prophetic Book of Revelation 
on Patmos . The apostle John was later freed and 
returned to serve as Bishop of Edessa in modern Turkey.  
He died as an old man, the only apostle to die peacefully.  

5  

 

   
Peter  
He was crucified upside down on an x-shaped cross. 
According to church tradition it was because he told his 
tormentors that he felt unworthy to die in the same way 
that Jesus Christ had died. 



5  

 

   
Peter  
He was crucified upside down on an x-shaped cross. 
According to church tradition it was because he told his 
tormentors that he felt unworthy to die in the same way 
that Jesus Christ had died. 

 
6  

 

James  
Just The leader of the church in Jerusalem , was thrown  
over a hundred feet down from the southeast pinnacle  
of the Temple when he refused to deny his faith in Christ. 
When they discovered that he survived the fall, his 
enemies beat James to death with a fuller's club.  
* This was the same pinnacle where Satan had taken  
Jesus during the Temptation.  

7  

 

James the Great  
Son of Zebedee, was a fisherman by trade when Jesus  
called him to a lifetime of ministry. As a strong leader  
of the church, James was ultimately beheaded at 
Jerusalem .The Roman officer who guarded James 
watched amazed as James defended his faith at his trial. 
Later, the officer walked beside James to the place of 
execution. Overcome by conviction, he declared his new 
faith to the judge and knelt beside James to accept 
beheading as a Christian.  

8  

 

   
Bartholomew  
Also known as Nathaniel Was a missionary to Asia.  
He witnessed for our Lord in present day Turkey. 
Bartholomew was martyred for his preaching in Armenia  
where he was flayed to death by a whip.  



9  

 

Andrew  
Was crucified on an x-shaped cross in Greece.  After 
being whipped severely by seven soldiers they tied his 
body to the cross with cords to prolong his agony. His 
followers reported that, when he was led toward the cross, 
Andrew saluted it in these words: 'I have long desired and 
expected this happy hour.  The cross has been consecrated 
by the body of Christ hanging on it.' He continued to 
preach to his tormentors for two days until he expired.  

10  

 

Thomas  
Was stabbed with a spear in India during one of his  
missionary trips to establish the church in the sub-
continent. 

 
11  

 

Jude  
Was killed with arrows when he refused to deny his  
faith in Christ.  

12  

 

   
Matthias  
The apostle chosen to replace the traitor Judas Iscariot,  
was stoned and then beheaded.  

         



13  

 

Paul  
Was tortured and then beheaded by the evil Emperor  
Nero at Rome in A.D. 67. Paul endured a lengthy 
imprisonment, which allowed him to write his many 
epistles to the churches he had formed throughout the 
Roman Empire. These letters, which taught many of the 
foundational doctrines of Christianity, form a large  
portion of the New Testament.  

 
 

Perhaps this is a reminder to us that our sufferings here  
are indeed minor compared to the intense persecution and cold 

cruelty faced by the apostles and disciples during the first century 
for the sake of the Faith. And ye shall be hated of all men for my 

name's sake:  
 

But he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  

Matthew 10:22  
 

	
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Anointed One 
 
Jesus:  (Iesous) is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Joshua”, meaning “Yahweh is salvation.:  It stands therefore in 
the Septuagint and Apocrypha for “Joshua,: and in Acts 7:45 and Heb 4:8 likewise represents the Hebrew Scriptures 
Joshua; hence, in the Revised Version (British and American) is in these passages rendered “Joshua.”  In Mt 1:21 the 
name as commanded by the angel to be given to the son of Mary, “for it is he that shall save his people from their sins” 
(see below on Nativity”).  It is the personal name of the Lord in the Gospels and the Acts, but generally in the Epistles 
appears in combination with “Christ” or other appellative (alone in Rom 3:26; 4:24; I Cor 12:3; 2 Cor 11:4; Phil 2:10, I 
Thess 4:14; Heb 7:22; 10:19, etc.) 
 
Christ:  (Christos) is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah” compare in the New Testament, John 1:41; 4:25, 
“Messiah”), meaning “anointed” (see MESSIAH).  It designates Jesus as the fulfiller of the Messianic hopes of the 
Hebrew Scriptures and of the Jewish people.  It will be seen below that Jesus Himself made this claim.  After the 
resurrection it became the current tile for Jesus in the apostolic church.  Most frequently in the Epistles He is called 
“Jesus Christ,” sometimes the force of proper name.  Very frequently the term is associated with “Lord” (kurios) – “the 
(or “our”) Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 11:17, 15:11 KJV; Acts 16:31 KVJ; Acts 20:21; 28:31; Rom 1:7; 5:1; 11; 13:14; I Cor 
16:23, etc.). 
 
Messiah:  Transliteration of Hebrew work “mashiach” meaning, “anointed one” that was translated into Greek as 
Christos (“Christ” is the English rendering of the Greek Christos, meaning “anointed.”) 
 
Since apostolic times the name Christ has become the proper name of Jesus, the Person whom Christians recognize 
as the God-given Redeemer of Israel and the church’s Lord.  “Christ” or Messiah is therefore a name admirably suited 
to express both the church’s link with Israel through the Old Testament and the faith that sees in Jesus Christ the 
worldwide scope of the salvation in Him. 
 
MESSIANIC PROPHECIES OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES 
 
Prophecy Hebrew Scripture References NT Fulfillment 
Seed of the woman Gen 3:15 Gal 4:4; Heb 2:14 
Through Noah’s sons Gen 9:27 Luke 6:36 
Seed of Abraham Gen 12:3 Matt 1:1; Gal 3:8,16 
Blessing to nations Gen 18:18 Gal 3:8 
Seed of Isaac Gen 21:12 Rom 9:7; Heb 11:18 
Blessings to Gentiles Gen 22:18; 26:14 Gal 3:8; 16; Heb 6:14 
Blessing through Abraham Gen 28:14 Gal 3:8; Heb 6:14 
Of the tribe of Judah Gen 49:10 Rev 5:5 
No bone broken Ex 12:46; Num 9:12; Ps 34:20 John 19:36 
Blessing to firstborn son Ex 13:2 Luke 2:23 
Serpent in the wilderness Num 21:8-9 John 3:14-15 
A star out of Jacob Num 24:17-19 Matt 2:2; Luke 1:33, 78; Rev 22:16 
As a prophet Deut 18:15; 18-19 John 6:14 7:40; Acts 3:22-23 
Cursed on the tree Deut 21:23 Gal 3:13 
The throne of David established 
forever 

2 Sam 7:12-13, 16, 25-26; I Chr 
17:11-14, 23-27, 2 Chr 21:7 

Matt 19:28; 21:4; 25:31; Mark 12:37; Luke 
1:32; John 7:4; Acts 2:30; 13:23; Rom 1:3; 
2 Tim 2:8; Heb 1:5,8, 8:1; 12: 2; Rev 22:1 

A promised Redeemer Job 19: 25-27 John 5:28-29; Gal 4:4; Eph 1:7, 11,14 
Declared to be the Son of God Ps 2:1-12 Matt 3:17; Mark 1:11; Acts 4:25-26; 13:33; 

Heb 1:5; 5:5; Rev 2:26-27; 19:15-16 
His Resurrection Ps 16:8-10 Acts 2:27; 13:35; 26:23 
Hands and feet pierced Ps 22:1-31 Matt 27:31, 35-36 
Mocked and insulted Ps 22:7-8 Matt 27:39-43, 45-59 
Soldiers cast lots for coat Ps 22:18 Mart 15:20, 24-25, 34; Luke 19:24; 23:35; 



John 19:15-18, 23-24, 34; Acts 2:23-24 
Accused by false witnesses Ps 27:12; Ps 35:11 Matt 26:59-61; Mark 14:57-58 
He commits His spirit Ps 31:5 Luke 23:46 
Hated without reason Ps 35:19; Ps 69:4 John 15:24-25 
Friends stand afar off Ps 38:11 Matt 27:55; Mark 15:40; Luke 23:49 
“I come to do Thy will” Ps 40:6-8 Heb 10:5-9 
Betrayed by a friend Ps 41:9 Matt 26:14-16, 47, 50; Mark 14:17-21; 

Luke 22:19-23; John 13:18-19 
Known for righteousness Ps 45:2, 6-7 Heb 1:8-9 
His resurrection Ps 49:15 Mark 16:6 
His ascension Ps 68:18 Eph 4:8 
Stung by reproaches Ps 69:6 John 2:17; Rom 15:3 
Given gall and vinegar Ps 69:21 Matt 27:34,48; Mk15:23; Lk 23:36; John 

19:29 
Exalted by God Ps 72:1-19 Matt 2:2; Phil 2:9-11; Heb 1:8 
He speaks in parables Ps 78:2 Matt 13:34-35 
Seed of David exalted Ps 89:3-4, 19, 27-29, 35-37 Luke 1:32; Acts 2:30, 13:23; Rom 1:3, 

2Tim 2:8 
Son of Man comes in glory Ps 102:16 Luke 21:24,27; Rev 12: 5-10 
“Thou remainest!” Ps 102:24-27 Heb 1:10-12 
Prays for His enemies Ps 109:4 Luke 23:34 
Another to succeed Judas Ps 109:7-8 Acts 1:16-20 
A priest like Melchizedek Ps 110:1-7 Matt 22:41-45; 26:64; Mark 12:35-37; 

16:19; Acts 7:56; Eph 1:20; Col 1:20; Heb 
1:13; 2:8; 5:6; 6:20; 7:21; 8:1; 10:11-13; 
12:2 

The chief cornerstone Ps 118:22-23 Matt 21:42; Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17; 
John 1:11; Acts 4:11; Eph 2:20; I Pet 2:4 

The Kind comes in the name of the 
Lord 

Ps 118:26 Matt 21:9; 23:39; Mark 11:9; Luke 13:35; 
19:38; John 12:13 

David’s seed to reign Ps 132-11; 2 Sam 7:12-13, 16, 
25-26, 29 

Matt 1:1 

Declared to be the Son of God Prov 30:4 Matt 3:17; Mark 14: 61-62; Luke 1:35; 
John 3:13; 9:35-38; 11:21; Rom 1:2-4; 
10:6-9; 2 Pet 1:17 

Repentance for the nations Isa 2:2-4 Luke 24:47 
Hearts are hardened Isa 6:9-10 Matt 13:14-15; John 12:39-40; Acts 28:25-

27 
Born of a virgin Isa 7:14 Matt 1:22-23 
A rock of offense Isa 8:14-15 Rom 9:33; I Pet 2:8 
Light out of darkness Isa 9:1-2 Matt 4:14-16; Luke 2:32 
God with us Isa 9:6-7 Matt 1:21,23; Luke 1:32-33; John 8:58; 

10:30; 14:19; 2 Cor 5:19; 
Col 2:9 

Full of wisdom and power Isa 11:1-10 Matt 3:16; John 3:34; Rom 15:12; Heb 1:9 
Reigning in mercy Isa 16:4-5 Luke 1:31-33 
Peg in a sure place Isa 22;21-25 Rev 3:7 
Death swallowed up in victory Isa 25:6-12 I Cor 15:54 
A stone in Zion Isa 28:16 Rom 9:33; I Pet 2:6 
The deaf hear, the blind see Isa 29:18-19 Matt 5:3; 11:5; John 9:39 
King of Kings; Lord of Lords Isa 32:1-4 Rev 19:16; 20:6 
Son of the Highest Isa 33:22 Luke 1:32; I Tim 1:17; 6:15 
Healing for the needy Isa 35:4-10 Matt 9:30; 11:5; 12:22; 20:34; 21:14; Mark 

7:30; John 5:9 



Make ready the way of the Lord Isa 40:3-5 Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3;  
Luke 3:4-5; John 1:23 

The Shepherd dies for His sheep Isa 40:10-11 John 10:11; Heb 13:20; I Pet 2:24-25 
The meek servant Isa 42:1-16 Matt 12:17-21; Luke 2:32 
A light to the Gentiles Isa 49:6-12 Acts 13:47; 2 Cor 6:2 
Scourged and spat upon Isa 50:6 Matt 26:67; 27:26,30;  

Mark 14:65; 15:15,19;  
Luke 22:63-65; Jn 19:1 

Rejected by His people Isa 52:13-53:12 Matt 8:7; 27:1, 12-14,38 
Suffered vicariously Isa 53:4-5 Mark 15:3-4, 27-28; 

Luke 23:1-25, 32-34 
Silent when accused Isa 53:7 John 1:29; 11:49-52 
Crucified with transgressors Isa 53:12 John 12:37-38;  

Acts 8:28-35 
Buried with the rich Isa 53:9 Acts 10:43; 13:38-39;  

I Cor 15:3; Eph 1:7;  
I Pet 2:21-25; I John 1:7,9 

Calling of those not a people Isa 55:4-5 John 18:37; Rom 9:25-26; Rev 1:5 
Deliver out of Zion Isa 59:16-20 Rom 11:26-27 
Nations walk in the light Isa 60: 1-3 Luke 2:32 
Anointed to preach liberty Isa 61:1-3 Luke 4:17-19; Acts 10:38 
Called by a new name Isa 62:1-2 Luke 2:32; Rev 3:12 
The King cometh Isa 62:11 Matt 21:5 
A vesture dipped in blood Isa 63:1-3 Rev 19:13 
Afflicted with the afflicted Isa 63:8-9 Matt 25:34-40 
The elect shall inherit Isa 65:9 Rom 11:5, 7; Heb 7:14;    

Rev 5:5 
New heaven and a new earth Isa 65:17-25 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1 
The Lord our righteousness Jer 23:5-6 John 2:19-21; Rom 1:3-4; Eph 2:20-21; I 

Pet 2:5 
Born a King Jer 30:9 John 18:37; Rev 1:5 
Massacre of infants Jer 31:15 Matt 2:17-18 
Conceived by the Holy Spirit Jer 31:22 Matt 1:20; Luke 1:35 
A New Covenant Jer 31:31-34 Matt 26:27-29; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:15-

20; I Cor 11:25; Heb 8:8-12; 10:15-17; 
12:24; 13:20 

A spiritual house Jer 33: 15-17 John 2:19-21; Eph 2:20-21; I Pet 2:5 
A tree planted by God Ezek 17:22-24 Matt 13:31-32 
The humble exalted Ezek 21: 26-27 Luke 1:52 
The good Shepherd Ezek 34: 23-24 John 10:11 
Stone cut without hands Dan 2:34-35 Acts 4:10-12 
His kingdom triumphant Dan 2:44-45 Luke 1:33; 1 Cor 15:24; Rev 11:15 
An everlasting dominion Dan 7:13-14 Matt 24:30; 25:3; 26:64; Mark 14:61-62; 

Acts 1:9-11; Rev 1:7 
Kingdom for the saints Dan 7:27 Luke 1:33; I Cor 15:24; Rev 11:15 
Time of His birth Dan 9:24-27 Matt 24:15-21; Luke 3:1 
Israel restored Hos 3:5 John 18:37; Rom 11:25-27 
Flight into Egypt Hos 11:1 Matt 2:15 
Promise of the Spirit Joel 2:28-32 Acts 2:17-21; Rom 10:13 
The sun darkened Amos 8:9 Matt 24:29; Acts 2:20; Rev 6:12 
Restoration of tabernacle Amos 9:11-12 Acts 15:16-18 
Israel regathered Mic 2:12-13 John 10:14,26 
The kingdom established Mic4:1-8 Luke 1:33 
Born in Bethlehem Mic 5:1-5 Matt 2:1; Luke 2:4, 10-11 



Earth filled with knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord 

Hab 2:14 Rom 11:26; Rev 21:23-26 

The Lamb on the throne Zech 2:10-13 Rev 5:13; 6:9; 21:24; 22:1-5 
A holy priesthood Zech 3:8 John 2:19-21; Eph 2:20-21; I Pet 2:5 
A heavenly High Priest Zech 6:12-13 Heb 4:4; 8:1-2 
Triumphal entry Zech 9:9-10 Matt 21:4-5; Mark 11:9-10; Luke 20:38; 

John 12:13-15 
Sold for thirty pieces of silver Zech 11:12-13 Matt 26:14-15 
Money buys potter’s field Zech 11:12-13 Matt 27:9 
Piercing of His body Zech 12:10 John 19:34,37 
Shepherd smitten—sheep scattered Zech 13: 1, 6-7 Matt 26:31; John 16:32 
Preceded by Forerunner Mal 3:1 Matt 11:10; Mark 1:2, Luke 7:27 
Our sins purged Mal 3:3 Heb 1:3 
The light of the world Mal 4:2-3 Luke 1:78; John 1:9; 12:46; 2 Pet 1:19; 

Rev 2:28; 19:11-16; 22:16 
The coming of Elijah Mal 4:5-6 Matt 11:14; 17:10-12 
   
 
 
 
                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Top Flight Books On Christian Apologetics 
 

Fred's List 
 
1.    Mere Christianity  by C. S. Lewis 
 
2.    Know Why You Believe by Paul Little 
 
3.    The Case for Christ by Lee Stroeble 
 
4.    The Case for Faith by Lee Stroeble 
 
5.    Reason to Believe by R.C. Sproul 
 
6.    Classical Apologetics by Sproul, Gerstner, Lindsley 
 
7.    Who Moved the Stone by Frank Morris 
 
8.    More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell 
 
9.    New Evidence That Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell 
 
10.  Basic Christianity by John R. W. Stott 
 
11.  Letters From a Skeptic by Dr. Gregory A. Boyd 
 
 
List from Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry's Website 

¥ Christian Apologetics by Norman L. Geisler 
¥ Reasonable Faith : Christian Truth and... by William Lane Craig 
¥ Apologetics to the Glory of God : An Introduction, by John Frame 
¥ Case for Christ, The, by Lee Strobel 
¥ Case for Faith, The, by Lee Strobel 
¥ Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Vol. 1, by Josh McDowell 
¥ Evidence That Demands a Verdict: Vol. 2, by Josh McDowell 
¥ The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict..., by Josh McDowell 
¥ Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis 
¥ New International Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, by Gleason Archer 
¥ Evolution and the Modern Christian, by Henry Morris 
¥ Men of Science, Men of God: Great..., by Henry Morris 
¥ Darwin's Black Box : The Biochemical..., by Michael J. Behe 
¥ Darwin on Trial, by Philip Johnson 
¥ Defeating Darwinism by Opening Minds, by Philip Johns 
¥ The Design Revolution: Answering the Tough..., by William Dembski 
¥ Doubts About Darwin: A History of Intellig..., by Thomas Woodward 
¥ Intelligent Design: The Bridge Between..., by William Dembski 
¥ Signs of Intelligence: Understanding Intelligent..., by William Dembski 

 
 



 
 
Selection From The Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry  
 
Apologetics 

¥ Christian Apologetics by Norman L. Geisler 
¥ Reasonable Faith : Christian Truth and... by William Lane Craig 
¥ Apologetics to the Glory of God : An Introduction, by John Frame 
¥ Case for Christ, The, by Lee Strobel 
¥ Case for Faith, The, by Lee Strobel 
¥ Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Vol. 1, by Josh McDowell 
¥ Evidence That Demands a Verdict: Vol. 2, by Josh McDowell 
¥ The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict..., by Josh McDowell 
¥ Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis 
¥ New International Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, by Gleason 

Archer 

Evolution 
¥ Evolution and the Modern Christian, by Henry Morris 
¥ Men of Science, Men of God: Great..., by Henry Morris 
¥ Darwin's Black Box : The Biochemical..., by Michael J. Behe 
¥ Darwin on Trial, by Philip Johnson 
¥ Defeating Darwinism by Opening Minds, by Philip Johnson 

Intelligent Design - Deals with evolution and Intelligent Design in nature 
¥ The Design Revolution: Answering the Tough..., by William 

Dembski 
¥ Doubts About Darwin: A History of Intellig..., by Thomas 

Woodward 
¥ Intelligent Design: The Bridge Between..., by William Dembski 
¥ Signs of Intelligence: Understanding Intelligent..., by William 

Dembski 
¥ Darwin's Black Box:  The biochemical Challenge..., by Michael Behe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


