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Who Do You Imitate?
I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. Even
though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers,
for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge
you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I
love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in
Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.
1 Cor 4:14-17

The Big Idea:

The Apostle Paul was so like Jesus
in nature that the Scripture teaches that a
completely committed Christ follower should study &
emulate his ways.
Paul:

1.

had an eternal perspective

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or
away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad. 2 Cor 5:9-10

2.

was passionate about the lost

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to
win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not
under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law
I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but
am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by
all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 1 Cor 9:19-23

3.

had learned the secret of being content

I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what
it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in
want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. Phil 4:11-13

4.

understood the power of words

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
.helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit
those who listen. Eph 4:29

5. had prepared to pass the "baton"
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 2 Tim 2:2

