friendship

"Friendship" in the Bible
(Scriptures from the NIV)

friend - one attached to another by affection or esteem
1 Sam 18:1-5
18:1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved
him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. 3
And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe
he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 5
Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This
pleased all the people, and Saul's officers as well.
2 Sam 23:15-17
15 David longed for water and said, "Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near
the gate of Bethlehem!" 16 So the three mighty men broke through the Philistine lines, drew water from the
well near the gate of Bethlehem and carried it back to David. But he refused to drink it; instead, he poured
it out before the LORD. 17 "Far be it from me, O LORD, to do this!" he said. "Is it not the blood of men
who went at the risk of their lives?" And David would not drink it.
Prov 17:17
17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
Prov 27:6
6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.
Eccl 4:10
10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls
and has no one to help him up!
John 15:13-17 NIV
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you
do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made
known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that
will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each
other.
Acts 2:42-47
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions
and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 4:36-37
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of
Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

Acts 9:26-28
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing
that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how
Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had
preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.
Acts 11:22-30
22 News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When
he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to
the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number
of people were brought to the Lord.
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch.
So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.27 During this time some prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29
The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 30 This
they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 15:36-41
36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we
preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called
Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia
and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted
company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the
brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
2 Tim 4:9-13
9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has
gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get
Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the
parchments.
Eph 5:21
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Heb 10:24-25
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.
"The quality of your life will ultimately be determined by the quality of your personal relationships."
Ken Finney - Missionary

